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On behalf of the Portage Public Schools Board of Edu-

cation and our amazing administrators, faculty, staff, 

and families, I welcome you to PPS.   

We are very proud of the fine academic reputation of 

our district and the exceptional alumni that have come 

through our schools.   We know that we are successful 

because of our parents and teachers.  We are extreme-

ly proud of our faculty; more than 70% have master’s 

degrees and they all regularly participate in rigorous 

professional development.  We realize the important 

role that parents play in the education of their children 

and look forward to partnering with you.  We have 

prepared this handy brochure of Learning Expectations 

to help keep you informed. 

This overview provides highlights of the key compo-

nents of your child’s curriculum goals for the year.  If 

you have any questions about these learning expecta-

tions, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s 

teacher or your school’s principal. 

For 90 years, PPS has been a leader in providing the 

highest quality K-12 education possible.  We are hon-

ored to have the opportunity to inspire your child with 

the life-long thrill of learning.  PPS stands ready to 

serve you and your family and we look forward to our 

partnership. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Larry Killips 

Assistant Superintendent of  
Instruction and Assessment  

Welcome to  

Portage Public Schools 

What are State of Michigan Standards? 
 
State of Michigan Standards are high levels of expectations 

for student achievement in Michigan public schools.  The 

Standards included in this brochure have been developed 

by Portage teachers and administrators based on the  

Michigan State Standards.  

 

How do we make sure our students are 
on track with Michigan State Standards? 
 
A state-wide test that measures how well students are 

learning is given to students in grades 3-9.  Schools are 

held accountable for their students’ performances. 

 

What can parents do to help? 
 
Research shows that parent support and involvement are 

critical to student success.  You can impact your child’s  

academic progress by: 

 becoming familiar with this brochure which lists what 

your child will learn; 

 encourage daily school attendance; 

 learning how you can reinforce classroom activities at 

home; 

 talking to your child about what he/she is learning; 

 encouraging good study habits; 

 establishing high expectations for your child; 

 talking to your child about concerns; 

 acknowledging your child’s efforts and work well 
done; 

 checking  backpacks daily; 

 reading to your child every day! 



Language Arts 
Literature  
 Describe characters, settings, and major events  
 Explain major differences between books that tell stories  
 Compare and contrast characters in stories   
 

Informational Text 
 Identify the main topic and retell key events  
 Know and use various text features to locate key facts or 

information in a text  
 Identify similarities in and differences between two texts 

on the same topic  
 

Foundational Skills 
 Understands spoken words, syllables and sounds  
 Applies phonics and word recognition skills 
 Reads grade-level text with sufficient accuracy and fluen-

cy to support comprehension  
 Demonstrates understanding of word meanings 
 

Writing 
 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic, 

name the source, state opinion and reason, and provide a 
sense of closure 

 Write informative text in which they name a topic, sup-
ply facts, and provide a sense of closure  

 Write narrative in which they recount two or more ap-
propriately sequenced events, include detail, and provide 
a sense of closure 

 Effectively uses conventions of standard English  
 

Speaking and Listening 
 Describes people, places, and events with relevant details, 

expressing ideas and feelings clearly 
 Ask and answer questions about details in text read aloud 
 

Physical Education 

 Apply movement concepts and principles to the learning 
and development of motor skills. 

 Achieve and maintain a health-enhancing level of physi-
cal fitness. 

 Demonstrate personal and social behavior in physical 
activity settings. 

 Understand that physical activity provides the opportuni-
ty for enjoyment, challenge, self-expression and social 
interaction. 

By the end of First Grade  

 Your child will be expected to:  

Mathematics 
Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

 Use addition and subtraction within 20 to solve word problems 

 Apply properties of operations as strategies to add and subtract 

 Add and subtract within 20 

 Determine the unknown whole number in an addition or sub-
traction equation relating three whole numbers 

 
Numbers and Operations in Base Ten 

 Extend the counting sequence 

 Understand that two digits of a two-digit number represent 
amounts of tens and ones 

 Add within 100 
 
Measurement and Data 

 Express the length of an object as a whole number of length 
units 

 Tell and write time to the hour and half-hour 

 Represent and interpret data  
 
Geometry 

 Compose two-dimensional shapes or three-dimensional shapes 
to create a composite shape, and compose new shapes from the 
composite shape   

 

Art 

 Use art materials and tools in a safe responsible manner. 

 Use elements/principles of art to communicate ideas. 

 Develop one’s creativity through the use of various art medi-
ums. 

  

Music 
 Experience a repertoire of simple songs, chants, speech pieces, 

and singing games. 

 Move in response to music, especially beat and up/down. 

 Identify six unpitched percussion instruments (hand drum, 
triangle, cowbell, guiro, wood block, and tambourine).  

 Identify fast and slow. 

 Identify high and low instrument sounds. 

 Sing songs. 

Media Center 

 Use Media Center facilities appropriately. 

 Care for media center materials. 

 Locate appropriate materials in the media center. 

 Identify parts of a book. 

 Listen to literature and participate in a variety of reading 
experiences. 

 Understand their role as a member of the Cyber Commu-
nity. 

 

Social Studies 

 Understand people use  rules for comfort and order. 

 Know plans can be developed to solve problems. 

 Recognize economic exchanges in which they participate. 

 Identify aspects of life at school and the local community 
that illustrate the core democratic values, diversity, truth 
and rules to keep you safe. 

 Know how people in a community live and work together. 

 Recognize people learned from the past. 
  

Art 

 Apply skills and knowledge to create in the arts. 

 Analyze, describe, and evaluate works of art. 

 Understand, analyze, and describe the arts in their histor-
ical, social, and cultural contexts. 

 Recognize, analyze, and describe connections among the 
arts; between the arts and other disciplines; between the 
arts and everyday life. 

 

Technology 

 Follow identified computer lab procedures. 

 Identify computer components and functions. 

 Log in using name and password number. 

 Understand that technology is a source of information, 
learning and entertainment. 

 Navigate a selected learning website using Home, Back, 
Maximize, Minimize and links. 

 Illustrate learning concepts using Kid Pix software. 

 Complete a graphic organizer to illustrate ideas using 
Kidspiration software. 

 Create a computer graph to present data from a class 
project. 

Mathematics 
Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

 Use addition and subtraction within 20 to solve word problems 

 Apply properties of operations as strategies to add and subtract 

 Add and subtract within 20 

 Determine the unknown whole number in an addition or sub-
traction equation relating three whole numbers 

 

Numbers and Operations in Base Ten 

 Extend the counting sequence 

 Understand that two digits of a two-digit number represent 
amounts of tens and ones 

 Add within 100 
 

Measurement and Data 

 Express the length of an object as a whole number of length 
units 

 Tell and write time to the hour and half-hour 

 Represent and interpret data  
 

Geometry 

 Distinguish between defining attributes verses non-defining  
 Partition shapes into two, three, and four equal parts and de-

scribe them using halves, thirds, and fourths.  \ 
 

Science 
 Generate reasonable questions about the world based on obser-

vations 

 Develop strategies and skills for information gathering and 
problem solving. 

 Develop solutions to problems through reasoning, observation 
and investigation. 

 Construct charts/graphs for summaries of observations. 

 Recognize that living things follow a cycle. 

 Understand daily weather conditions affect personal decisions. 

 Use property words to communicate observations. 
 

Music 
 Experience a repertoire of simple songs, chants, speech pieces, 

and singing games. 

 Move in response to music, especially beat and up/down. 

 Identify six unpitched percussion instruments (hand drum, 
triangle, cowbell, guiro, wood block, and tambourine).  

 Identify fast and slow. 

 Identify high and low instrument sounds. 

 Sing songs. 


